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Schools detail steps on security, health and emergency response

Beyond classrooms, a safety check

JHINUK MAZUMDAR

Calcutta: How safe are chil-
dren inside school? Two city
schools have sought to reas-
sure parents by spelling out
the safeguards in place —one
through a detailed circular on
campus safety and the other
through a meeting held after
a child was bitten by a snake.

The Newtown School sent
the circular to parents last
Wednesday, outlining meas-
ures covering physical securi-
ty, health and wellness, emo-
tional and pastoral support,
fransport, campus operations
and maintenance.

The Heritage School,
meanwhile, invited parents of
students from Kindergarten to
Class XII to explain the steps
taken after the snakebite in-
cldent and address their con-
cerns about campus safety.

The Newtown circular
provided an overview of the
safety systems and support
structures in place, as well as
channels through which stu-
dents and parents can ralse
COTICETNS.

“We recognise that for
a parent, questions about a
child’s safety and well-being
are deeply personal. You may
naturally want to know who 1s
looking after vour child, whom
your child can approach when
something does not feel right,
how concerns are addressed
and how the school prepares
for and responds to situations
that may arise. We belleve par-
ents should have greater visi-
bility of these arrangements,”
principal Satabdi Bhattachar-

Parents attend the safety awareness session at The Heritage School

Jee wrote to parenis.

Physical safety and secu-
rity measures include CCTV
survelllance, infirmary sup-
port, pest and snake control,
and safe transport and disper-
sal.

Emotional support, ap-
proachable adults, parent
engagement, and digital and
cyber safety awareness are
among the measures almed at
students’ emotional and men-
tal well-being.

The school has more than
850 CCTV cameras covering
entrances and exits, corridors
and common areas, stalrcases,
outdoor and sports areas. It
also has 82 housekeeping and
maintenance personnel across
its campuses, the circular said.

Emergency medical read-
iness beyond the infirmary
includes an ambulance on
campus, priority admission at
hospitals and keeping parents
informed at every step, it sald.

“Every bus is equipped
with a GPS tracking system,
and the live location of the
vehicle is available on the par-
ents’ app. Every bus has CCTV
cameras, a first-ald kit, a fire
extinguisher and an emergen-
cy exdit,” the school said.

The school has drawn up
policles on child protection
and POCSO, anti-bullving,
soclal media, transport, and
health and Infirmary.

“The CCTV footage has
to be retrieved almost every
alternate day to resolve some

issues or clarify doubts of
parents,” said Sunil Agarwal,
founder-director of The New-
town School.

Conversations with par-
ents made it clear that their
biggest concern was the safety
of thelr children on campus.

“We thought we were obli-
gated to share a detalled docu-
ment with the parents for the
salie of transparency,” Agar-
wal satd.

The school, however, also
recognises that no set of meas-
ures can make a campus com-
pletely foolproof.

“Safety is an ongoing pro-
cess rather than an absolute
condition. No school environ-
ment or indeed any environ-
ment involving children can

be entirely free from unfore-
seen events or risk,” the docu-
ment says.

The Heritage School re-
cently invited parents of stu-
dents from Kindergarten to
Class XII to brief them on the
measures taken after a child
suffered a snakebite.

Through a PowerPoint
presentation, the school in-
formed parents about inspec-
tions and safety checks con-
ducted around the campus,
pruning of trees and clearing
of bushes. It also conducted a
wildlife safety and emergen-
cy awareness session for stu-
dents from Class ITT onwards.

An official of the state’s
Wild Animal Rescue & Tran-
sit Facllity Centre, who had
inspected both The Herltage
School and Mitra Institu-
tion, where a Class I boy was
bitten by a snake, had said 1t
was Important to ensure that
tree branches did not touch
window openings because
snakes could potentially move
through gaps during the mon-
8000

“This was a confi-
dence-building exercise, and
we wanted to inform parents
of the measures that we have
taken in the school,” said
Seema Sapru, principal of The
Heritage School

The discussion at the
school went beyond the snake-
bite incident, with parents
ralsing concerns about buses
and washrooms.

The school authorities
sought to address the parents’
doubts and clarify their con-
cerns, an officlal said.
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